The sociological contributions of Monroe Nathan work, 1975 by Horne, Juanita L. (Author)
THE SOCIOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF MONROE NATHAN WORK 
A THESIS 
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF ATLANTA UNIVERSITY 
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS 
BY 
JUANITA LEE HORNE 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
MAY 1975 
7 ^ 50 
TABLES OP CONTENTS 
CHAPTERS Page 
I. Introduction 1 
Statement of the Problem 4 
Review of the Literature ,4 
Data Collection 4 
Methodology  5 
II. Biographical Sketch of Monroe N. Work 6 
His Pre-School Days. 7 
Student Days at Chicago Theological 
Seminary  9 
University of Chicago 9 
Instructor at Georgia State College 11 
Why Washington needed Him at Tuskegee....11 
III. His Early Works 13 
Pirst Black Man to publish and Article in 
the American Journal of Sociology 13 
Organization of Men’s Sunday Club. 14 
A Study by DuBois and Work at Lowndes 
County, Alabama 15 
Compiling A Bibliography of the Negro 
in Africa and America.. 7 17 
IV. Summary and Conclusion 20 
Honors Work Received... 20 
Professional Affiliations 23 
Reviews of his Publications 24 
Address during Negro History Week 
in Commemoration of Work 27 
APPENDICES 
A. Letters from DuBois concerning the Niagara 
Movement April 25, 1905 and. 30 
October 23, 1905 31 
B. Letter from DuBois concerning the Labor 
Bureau Study, July 17, 1906 32 
C. Letters of Congratulations on receiving 
the Harmon Award January 4, 1929 33 
and January 5, 1929 34 
D. Letters concerning Work’s Retirement 1 
August 31, 1938 36 
September 29, 1938 37 
E. Letter from the Alumni Association 
concerning the Citation Award, May 28,'42.38 
P. Citation, University of Chicago, 
June 13, 1942 39 
G. Citation, Howard University, June 4, 1943..40 
H. Letter from the Society of American 




Monroe Nathan Work was a member of the fraternity of 
those engaged in research and had a right to claim the 
title, scholar. So these words of Horace Mann Bond are 
very relevant of Monroe Nathan Work: 
To be a scholar is to be one...who has 
actively engaged in advancement of knowledge 
through research or at some level through the 
constructive administration of research. 
Monroe N. Work was the founder and Director of the 
Department of Records and Research at Tuskegee Normal and 
Industrial Institute. There in 1912, he began to compile 
and publish an annual encyclopedia of the Negro called 
the Negro Yearbook. This yearbook had nine editions and 
was the most extensively used book of information on the 
Negro in its day. Work also authored A Bibliography of 
the Negro in Africa and America. This bibliography, based 
on accurate and comprehensive study, listed the titles and 
authors of valuable books, pamphlets, and articles from 
periodicals about the Negro in Africa and America. These 
^Horace Mann Bond, The Search for Talent, (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1959J, pp. 12-Ï3. 
2 
references also furnished information on the various 
problems related to the presence of the Negroes in these 
two continents residing in close proximity to people of 
other races.1 
In 1904, Work published the first of the famous 
annual Tuskegee Reports on lynching in the United States. 
His purpose in publishing this information was "to change 
the South’s attitude toward lynching. 
Monroe N. Work and Dr. Richard R. Wright Jr., who 
later became Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, were the first trained Negro sociologists earning 
professional degrees.^ Work earned the Master of Arts 
degree in sociology at the University of Chicago in 1903, 
Richard R. Wright Jr., earned his Ph.D. in sociology at 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1911. Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, 
however, had completed the first important sociological 
work, The Philadelphia Negro in 1899,4 perhaps the pioneer 
work in the field of Urban Sociology. All of them worked 
A 
Anson Phelps Stokes, "Introduction" to a Bibliography 
of the Negro in Africa and America, by Monroe N. Work 
(New York: H. W. Wilson Company), p. xiii. 
o 
Earl E. Thorpe, Black Historians, (New York: William 
Morrow and Company, Inc., 1970), p. 139. 
•3 
Prom the Monroe N. Work Papers, "An Autobiographical 
Sketch", February, 1940, Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, 
Alabama, p. 2. 
4W. E. B. DuBois, The Philadelphia Negro, (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1899). 
3 
in association with the other in the first decades of 
the twentieth century. Work was also associated with 
DuBois in the Niagara Movement, and with various projects 
relating to Atlanta University conferences. 
1 
Letter from DuBois concerning the Niagara Movement, 
April 25, 1905, see Appendix A. 
4 
Statement of Problem. My problem is to acquire biographi¬ 
cal data on Monroe N. Work, relating this data to important 
questions of sociological concern, exploring those questions, 
and searching for conceivable answers to them. I ask such 
questions as: Who was Monroe N. Work? What concrete 
contributions to the field of sociology did he make? How 
are they to be evaluated? 
Review of the Literature. After searching through the theses 
in sociology of Atlanta University, I found that there had 
not been a thesis devoted to the study of Monroe N. Work. 
From my understanding, this will be first thesis done on him 
at any university. Many of the graduate students in the 
Sociology Department have never heard of him. I was able 
to examine the Work Papers deposited in the library at 
Tuskegee Institute, an article on him by Jessie P. Guzman, 
his correspondence with Booker T. Washington, references to 
him in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in Colored America, 
Who's Who in Alabama, etc., and I have tried to extract 
from these the most important information on Monroe N. Work. 
Data Collected. I was able to collect a great amount of 
material on Monroe N. Work from his files, among them such 
materials as correspondence and other personal papers; a 
copy of his will; newspaper clippings, and telegrams 
sent by many expressing sympathy upon notification of his 
death 
5 
Methodology. I have reviewed books, reviews, journals, and 
Work's letters, selecting from this data which are related 
to my study. There were many books referring to Work that 
had come out of his yearbooks, and there were a few that 
talked about the man himself, such as: My Story in Black 
and White, by Jesse 0. Thomas;1 The Search for Talent, 
2 
by Horace Mann Bond; Black American Scholars, by Horace 
3 
Mann Bond; The American Negro, History and Literature, 
by J. L. Nichols and William H. Crogman;^ Black Historians, 
5 




Specials thanks to Mr. Daniel T. Williams, Archivist, 
Tuskegee Library, Tuskegee Institute. 
1Jesse 0. Thomas, My Story in Black and White, (New York: 
Exposition Press, 1967), p. 124 
2 
Horace Mann Bond, The Search for Talent, (Cambridge: 
Howard University Press, 1959), pp. Ï2-13. 
3 
Horace Mann Bond, Black American Scholars, (Detroit, 
Michigan: Balamp Publishing Company, 1^72), p. 17-20. 
4 
J. L. Nichols and William H. Crogman, The American 
Negro, His History and Literature, (New York: Arno Press 
and the New York Times, 1969), pp. 451-455. 
^Earl E. Thorpe, Black Historians, (New York: William 
Morrow and Company, Inc., 1971), pp. 137-138. 
^Edward Peeks, The Long Struggle for Black Power, 
(New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1971), pp. 35-54. 
CHAPTER II 
A BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY OP MONROE NATHAN WORK 
Monroe Nathan Work was born of slave parentage in 
Iredell County, North Carolina, August 5, 1866, only eight 
months after the abolition of slavery was officially 
announced in the United States. Both his mother and 
A 
father and eight of his brothers and sisters had been slaves. 
His background is of great importance. His grandfather, 
Henry Work, bought his freedom in Virginia and then set off 
for Michigan, leaving behind a wife and thirteen children. 
After he had settled on a farm near Decatur, Michigan, Henry 
purchased the freedom of his wife, then each of his children, 
one by one, until he had freed ten of them by the time of 
2 
his death. 
Alexander, Monroe Work's father, was one of the three 
children left in slavery. He earned $1,400 to pay off 
his freedom and married Elizabeth Hobbs. They had eleven 
children, five boys and six girls. 
Anson Phelps Stokes, Introduction to A Bibliography 
of the Negro in Africa and America, by Monroe N. Work (New 
York: ÏH W. Wilson Company), p^ xiii 
2 
Edward Peeks, The Long Struggle for Black Power, 
(New York: Charles Scribner*s Sons, 1971), pi 3? 
6 
7 
In 1867, the family moved to Cairo in southern Illinois. 
In 1876, they moved to Kansas to live on a farm near Ashton, 
Summer County, ten miles west of Arkansas City and not far 
-i 
from Indiana Territory. 
Work received his elementary education in a little 
rural schoolhouse where he did well in his studies. The 
schoolhouse was also the church and the center of community 
life. As his sisters and brothers married and left home, 
the support of an invalid father and ill mother fell on the 
shoulders of Monroe and of one remaining brother. Later 
his brother left, but Work stayed on to operate the farm 
alone. In 1889, his mother died, and his father went to 
live with one of the married children. 
At the age of twenty-three, Work left home to attend 
high school in Arkansas City. After several months of 
school he was discouraged because of his age. He went to 
the superintendent and told him about his decision to 
discontinue his studies. The superintendent, David Ross 
Boyd, who later became president of the University of 
Oklahoma, told Monroe Work, "five years from now you will 
be much older. My advice to you is continue your education." 
This was the turning point in Work's life. After that, 
nothing ever threatened to turn him away from his goals. 
However, he did become discouraged, but he never gave up. 
1From the Monroe N. Work Papers, "An Autobiographical 
Sketch", February 7, 1940, Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, 
Alabama, p. 2 
8 
In June 1892, Superintendent Boyd rated him one of 
the best students in the high school, and the strongest 
in mathematics the school had ever known. In his letter 
of recommendation he said: 
He is a young man of most excellent character, 
studious and careful. He has shown an untiring 
spirit in the effort to procure an education, 
standing third in his class. I heartily recommend him 
to any board desiring an able trustworthy 
teacher of1thorough scholarship and good Christian 
character.1 
Completing high school in June 1892, Work set out to 
accumulate money for further training. At that time 
teaching and preaching were the only fields other than 
menial jobs and personal service open to him. Because no 
opportunities prevailed for him to teach in Arkansas City, 
although he was highly recommended, he went into the 
Indian Territory among the Creeks and Cherokees to try 
to secure a job, but again he was unsuccessful. 
Since he was inclined toward the ministry, he was 
ordained and given a pastorate in the African, Methodist, 
Episcopal Church, "tried my hand at preaching. Given a 
church at Wellington, Kansas, from 1892 to 1893."2 
In September 1893, the Government opened up the Cherokee 
Strip, consisting of six and one-half million acres of 
grassland south of the southern border of Kansas. The 
homestead law of the United States provided that any citizen 
^Ibid., p. 1 
2Ibid., p. 2 
9 
1 
age twenty-one and over was qualified to take a homestead. 
Work filed a claim, as indicated by certificate number 
sixty-five, which was deposited in the General Land Office 
p 
of the United States, October 5, 1895. 
In 1895, Work decided to study for the ministry and 
entered the Chicago Theological Seminary. But finally he 
decided that he could not hope to succeed as a minister, 
saying: "I realize that for me a theological education 
was not a very good education, being too limited in extent." 
Work did, however, graduate from the Chicago Theological 
Seminary in 1898. One of his seminary courses called 
"Christian Sociology", was taught by Graham Taylor, who 
introduced him to the possibilities of study in the field 
of sociology.^ 
At the age of thirty-two, in 1898, Work entered the 
University of Chicago for graduate study in sociology. 
During his college days he had no stable income. Every 
penny he spent he had earned at many kinds of jobs. He 
waited tables, was a janitor, and acted as an agent for one 
of the laundries in the city, collecting and returning 
students' laundry. He received no help from his family 
A 
Lawrence Goodwyn, and the Editors of Time-Life Books, 
The South Central States, (New York: Time, Inc., 1967), 
p. 67. 
p 
Prom the Work Papers, Personal letter from H. Weinstock, 
dated September 22, 1900. 
Prom the Work Papers, "His Early Life, p. 1 
^Ibid. 
10 
and often had to send home some of what he earned. 
Prom the experience which Work and Richard R. Wright Jr., 
had gained as members of a debating team composed of four 
Negro students then attending the University of Chicago, 
Work found that if they had facts, which their oppoents 
could not dispute, they were always given the decision 
of judges. It was then that he decided to dedicate his 
life to the gathering of information and the compiling of 
exact knowledge concerning the Negro. 
Work was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 
Philosophy in 1902, and at the age of thirty-seven, June 16, 
1903, he was awarded the degree of Master of Arts in 
Sociology with Experimental Psychology as a minor.^ 
He was the first Black man to receive the degree from the 
University of Chicago. 
The subject of his master’s thesis was "Negro Real 
Estate Holdings in Chicago." In it he showed that the 
first property owned in Chicago was owned by a member of 
the Negro race, a San Dominigan Negro, named Baptist 
Point DeSaible, who had settled there as an Indian trader 
about 1790.2 
Concerning his struggle for an education he said, "There 
were, of course, many hardships and trials, but no more, 
perhaps less, than would come to anyone who was to educate 
himself through his own exertions. My motto is, "do all that 
- 
Prom the Monroe N. Work Papers, official transcript, 
the University of Chicago, dated June 20, 1921, signed by 
P. J. Gurney, Assistant Recorder. 
2 
Prom the Work Papers, "His Early Life," p. 2 
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you can, do not let the fact that you...have a much 
greater handicap deter you. For all things are possible 
to him that is willing to make the sacrifice.” 
While at the University of Chicago, such men as 
Albion W. Small, W. I. Thomas, C. R. Henderson and 
Frederick Starr, greatly influenced his thinking. 
Upon graduation from the University of Chicago, Richard 
R. Wright Jr., his friend and classmate at the University, 
recommended him as an instructor to his father, Richard 
R. Wright Sr., then president of the Georgia State College. 
Dr. Wright offered him a job, and Work accepted. There 
he became professor of mathematics at the salary of $800 
a year. For the next four years, he was re-elected 
instructor in English and Pedagogy at the same salary each 
year.2 
While at Georgia State College, Work met Florence 
E. Hendrickson of Savannah, Georgia, and on December 27, 
1904, they were married. 
As I searched through the Work papers, I came across 
letters of correspondence with Booker T. Washington. 
Thomas Jesse Jones, sociologist, then Director of the 
Department of Research at Hampton Institute, told 
Washington about Work, saying that he felt that Work was 
a competent person who would be helpful in furnishing him 
with needed data, and for checking his speeches and 
1Ibid. 
2 
From the Monroe N. Work Papers, Yearly Letters of 
Employment from J. F. Brooks, Secretary and Treasurer, 
Commission on the Georgia State Industrial College. 
12 
writings for errors with reference to dates, names, places 
and figures. In a letter dated May 22, 1908, Washington 
wrote to Work, saying that he would be passing through 
Savannah, Georgia, on the twenty-ninth of May on his way 
to speak in Beaufort, South Carolina, the next day, and 
that he wanted a conference with him about introducing a 
course in history and sociology at Tuskegee Institute. 
But this was not really what Washington had in mind. On 
the twenty-ninth of May, Washington and his party arrived 
in Savannah and spent the night in their Pullman car which 
had been switched to a siding. The next day the conference 
between Work and Washington took place. This conference 
lasted less than half an hour, but resulted in Work 
giving his resignation to the Chairman of the Commission of 
Georgia State Industrial College. He "accepted a more 
advantageous offer to work at Tuskegee Institute" at a 
4 
salary of $1,200 per year. 
What Booker T. Washington really wanted was for Work 
to develop a body of information on the Negro. Work named 
his new venture, "The Department of Records and Research. 
The Records will take care of the graduates and the Research 
? 
will allow for other things." 
-i 
Prom the Work Papers, "An Autobiographical Sketch," 
February 7, 1940, p. 3 
2Ibid. 
CHAPTER III 
WORK'S EARLY WORK 
While attending the Chicago Theological Seminary, 
Work began a study of "The Negro and Crime in Chicago", 
as a term paper. Later he completed it while attending 
the University of Chicago and published it in the American 
Journal of Sociology,^ September 1901. This was the first 
paper published by a Negro in that Journal, In it he 
called attention to the fact that the Negroes of the slum 
district were practically untouched by the social settle¬ 
ments of the city, since none were located in these areas, 
and it was among the slum dwellers that the largest portion 
of crime was found. This article caused a businessman of 
Sacramento, California, to write Miss Jane Adams of Hull 
House requesting that some efforts be made to establish 
social settlements for the Chicago Negroes in the slum 
district. As an indication of his good faith, this gentleman 
donated the sum of one hundred dollars with which to start 
p 
a fund for that purpose. 
While at Georgia State College, Work set up an extensive 
program for the betterment of rural and urban Negroes. He 
   
Monroe N. Work, "The Negro and Crime in Chicago," American 
Journal of Sociology 6 (September 1901): 204-210. 
2 
Prom the Work Papers, "An Autobiographical Sketch," 
February 7, 1940, p. 3. 
13 
14 
organized the Men’s Sunday Club for improving the 
"educational, health and moral conditions" of the Negroes 
of the city, and the membership consisted of 300 persons 
including women, boys and girls. He promoted a Health Week 
in 1905, successfully carrying on a course of lectures, 
and establishing a reading room in the city. 
Work worked with the Annual Parmer's Conference and 
traveled over the State of Georgia during the summer of 
1906, in the interest of the Colored State Pair, then being 
inaugurated. 
In his Pedagogy class, he placed special emphasis on 
rural problems and carried on a study of Negro education in 
Georgia, "hoping to add something to the history of Negro 
education in the South." 
Work did a report on "Negro Crime Particularly in 
Georgia." This was a report of a social study made under 
the direction of Atlanta University, together with the 
Proceedings of the Ninth Conference for the study of the 
0 
Negro problem, May 24, 1904. This study was related to 
the study he did of "The Negro and Crime in Chicago." 
In 1905 the Niagara Movement was organized with W.E. 
B. DuBois being elected as General Secretary. DuBois asked 
Work to act as the State Secretary for Georgia. This 
1Ibid., p. 2 
2 
Monroe N. Work, "Negro Crime Particularly in Georgia," 
Atlanta University Publication, No. 9, (New York: Octagon 
Books, Inc., l96S),pp. 49-52 
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movement consisted of Negro men who believed in Negro 
1 
freedom and growth. 
In 1906, W. E. B. DuBois with the help of Work and 
Richard R. Wright Jr., did a study of a Black Belt 
Community. They selected Lowndes County, Alabama, a 
former slave country with a large majority of Negroes, 
for a social and economic study. The study was finished 
2 
by hand with no copy being retained. It was accepted by 
the Government, and $2,000 was paid for it. The study 
was not published and was later destroyed by the Labor 
3 
Bureau, because it "touched on political matters." 
On the establishment of the Department of Records and 
Research, Work stated: 
The late Booker T. Washington invited me to 
come to Tuskegee Institute from the Georgia 
State Industrial College and established a 
department of Negro history. I suggested 
that in my opinion it would be more important 
and valuable to have a department specializing 
in the compiling of current data relating to 
the Negro. My suggestion was accepted and at 
Tuskegee Institute was established the first 
department, in a Negro Educational Institute, 
devoted to compiling from all available sources, 
data relating to every phase of Negro life and 
history. 
i 
The Letters from W. E. B. DuBois concerning the 
Niagara Movement are located in Appendix A. 
^The letter from W. E. B. DuBois, July 17, 1908, 
concerning the Labor Bureau Study, is located in Appendix B. 
3 
W. E. B. DuBois, The Autobiography of W. E. B. DuBois, 
(New York: International Publishers Co., Inc., 1968),pp.226-227 
4 
Prom the Work Papers, Correspondence with Booker T. 
Washington. 
16 
The answering of inquiries about the Negro, which 
came to Tuskegee from all parts of the world, became an 
important aspect of the work of the Department of Records 
and Research. Work said: 
When I came to Tuskegee, educators and others 
seeking to advance the interest of the Negro 
were confronted with such questions as: What 
has the Negro accomplished? What can he do? 
Does it pay to educate him? Is he not 
deteriorating? Has his emancipation been 
justified? The publication, by Hoffman in 
1896 of "Race Traits and Tendencies of the 
Negro", presented a more or less hopeless view. 
To the indictment by this publication there 
was at hand no effective answer. Prom 1908 on, 
I was compiling a day by day record of what was 
taking place with reference to the Negro. Thus 
it became possible to answer in a factual manner , 
questions relating to all matters concerning him. 
Prom his replies to inquiries drawn from the resources 
of the Department, the Negro Yearbook; which he published, 
was launched in 1912 with $1,000 furnished by Booker T. 
Washington. Washington's opinion was that only one 
edition was accepted with such favor that he later edited 
2 
nine additional editions. 
The Negro Yearbook covered many phases of the Negro's 
life in the United States. It provided a review of the 
events which affected the interest and indicated the 
progress they were making. The table of contents outline 
such significant topics as: Office Holding, Negro Soldiers, 
Carnegie Hero Pund Commission Awards, The Church Among Negroes, 
1Ibid. 
2The nine editions were those for: 1912; 1913; 1914-15; 
1916-17; 1918-19; 1921-22; 1925-26; 1931-32 and 1937-38. 
17 
Education, Music, Migration, lynching, Painters, Sculptors, 
Poets and Actors, The Theatrical World, Occupations, 
Inventions, Agriculture, Negro Towns and Settlements, 
Grime, Negro in Business, National Organizations, Fraternal 
Organizations, Health, and Social Settlements for Negroes. 
The yearbook is an encyclopedia of historical and socio¬ 
logical facts. The ninth edition was the last edition 
edited by Work, and when Jessie P. Guzman became director 
of the Department of Records and Research, editions of the 
yearbook continued for a while. 
In 1915, Booker T. Washington gave Work the responsi¬ 
bility of organizing and supervising Negro Health Week. It 
was through Work's influence that the United States' Public 
Health Service took over Negro Health Week and incorporated 
it in 1903 into the National program on health as the 
1 
National Negro Health Movement. 
In 1921, the Carnegie Corporation of New York made a 
grant to the Department of Records and Research which 
enabled Work to begin in a large way to compile "A 
Bibliography of the Negro." Between 1921 and 1925, a 
collection of more than 30,000 references on the Negro was 
made. Prom these a classified list of some 10,000 references 
was compiled for publication as "A Select Bibliography of 
the Negro in the United States." Included in the compilation 
was an appendix containing references on the Negro in Africa. 
Prom the Work Papers, "An Autobiographical Sketch," 
p. 4. 
18 
In 1927, the plan of the Bibliography took on its final 
form as a result of conferences held with Mr. W. A.Slade, 
Chief Bibliographer of the Library of Congress, Dr. Anson 
Phelps Stokes, President of the Phelps Stokes Fund, Dr. C. 
T. Diedrich Westermann, Professor of African Languages 
at the University of Berlin, and others. Tuskegee Institute 
and the Phelps Stokes Fund made it possible for Monroe 
N. Work after completing his studies in the most important 
American libraries, to visit the great collection in 
European libraries, to make sure that his Bibliography 
on the Negro in Africa was comprehensive, "as far as 
important works were concern." During its compilations, 
the bibliography was revised and enlarged three times, and 
the title finally changed from "A Select Bibliography of 
the Negro in America" to "A Bibliography of the Negro in 
America" to A Bibliography of the Negro in Africa and 
America.^ 
The articles which Work published can be found in 
such periodicals as: Social Forces; South Atlantic 
Quarterly; Journal of Negro History; American Journal of 
Sociology; and?' the Southern Workman. They discuss such 
subjects as, "The Negro and Grime in Chicago"; "Negro 
Migration, 1916-17"; and "The South’s Labor Problem." 
From 1906 to 1911 Work did a series of articles on 
aspects of African life, the nucleus family and agriculture, 
which were published in the Southern Workman, these enhanced 
1Monroe N. Work, A Bibliography of the Negro in Africa 
and America, (NewYork; Octagon Books, Inc., 1966'), p. vii. 
19 
and helped to develop an appreciation for our Black 
culture. Among these works are: "The African Family 
as an Institution, Illustrated";1 "The African Family 
as an Institution, Illustrated, II. The Compostion of 
? . . 
the African Family"; "African Agriculture I, Its Origin 
and Early History"; "African Agriculture II. Product and 
Methods of Tillage""African Agriculture III. Modern 
Methods";^ 
1Monroe N. Work "The African Family as an Institution, 
Illustrated", Southern Workman 38 (June 1909): 391. 
2 
Monroe N. Work "The African Family as an Institution, 
Illustrated, II. The Composition of the African Family". 
Southern Workman 38 (July 1909): 391 
Monroe N. Work "African Agriculture I. Its Origin 
and Early History", Southern Workman 40 (November 1910): 613. 
4 
Monroe N. Work "African Agriculture II. Product and 
Methods of Tillage", Southern Workman 39 (December 1910); 681 
5 
Monroe N. Work "African Agriculture III. Modern 
Methods", Southern Workman 40 (January 1911): 37. 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
This chapter presents a summary of the honors which 
Work received, his professional affiliations, and what 
others though about his work. 
Biographies of Work were included in the International 
Blue Book, Who*s Who in America, Who*s Who in American 
Education, Who^ Who in the Western Hemisphere, Who* s 
Who in Colored America, Who1s Who in Alabama. 
In 1921, Work was named one of the consultants in 
statistical studies by the Director of the National 
Tuberculosis Association, Work was the only representative 
of the Negro race. 
Selected as the American Negro who had contributed 
most in the way of creative work to the field of education, 
in 1921, he was presented the first William E. Harmon award 
of $400, and a gold medal by the Harmon Foundation of 
New York in recognition of 11 scholarly research and educa¬ 
tional publicity through his periodic compilation and 
publication of the Negro Yearbook and his A Bibliography 




of the Negro in Africa and America."^ 
Work was asked to write a message of inspiration 
to the children for the February 14, 1922, issue of the 
Washington, D. C. Tribune, this is what he said: 
Dear Children...My message to you is about 
"Perserverance." There is a song which has 
come down to us from slavery says, the chorus 
of which is, "am going to hold out to the end. 
This means perserverance, that is, sticking to 
a job until it is finished or working toward an 
end until it is accomplished, as for example, 
if you decide that you are going to continue 
your education until you have graduated from 
some college, you will perserve until you have 
done this. If you decided that you are going 
to be a doctor, or a nurse, or a businessman, 
you will, in spite of every obstacle accomplish 
this. You can do this by ever remembering that 
"To those who will, everything is possible." 
In 1929, the Governor and General Assembly of North 
Carolina, through the State Committee on Homecoming 
Week, invited Work to visit his native state to participate 
in his county’s Celebration and to attend the dedication 
3 
of the North Carolina State Fair. 
Work served under three presidents of Tuskegee 
Institute, Booker T. Washington, Richard R. Moton, and 
F. D. Patterson. In 1938, at the age of seventy-two, 
Work was retired by Tuskegee Institute as Director Emeritus 
-i 
Letters of Congratulations upon receiving the Harmon 
Award, Appendix C. 
2 
Jessie P. Guzman, "Monroe N. Work and His Contributions," 
"the Journal of Negro History, (January, 1949), p. 34 
3 
From the Monroe N. Work Papers, A letter on Invitation 
from the Governor, Max Gardner, and Josephus Daniel's Vice- 
Chairman. 
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after thirty years of active service. 
For his post-graduate accomplishments, the Alumni 
Association of the University of Chicago, in 1942, presented 
him its Citation for Public Service at the University's 
fiftieth anniversary observance for "unselfish and 
effective service to the community, the nation and humanity" 
and for exercising "leadership in those civic, social and 
2 
religious activities essential to a democracy." Work was 
the only Black man among the fifty odd Alumni then honored 
for their achievements after their graduation from the 
University of Chicago prior to 1906. 
President Mordecai Johnson of Howard University, in 
conferring upon him the honorary degree, Doctor of Letters, 
at the Commencement Exercises, June 16, 1943, cited Work 
as follows: 
Comprehensive in scope, able in organization, 
indefatigable in labor, informed with a passion 
for the truth, painstaking in objectivity, 
modest in bearing your fruitful mind and 
heart have been and will be a continual 
blessing to scholars, to statesmen and to 
all the people. 
When Howard University awarded him the degree of Doctor 
of letters, he had collected and organized more than 70,000 
selected bibliographical references. Work realized that the 
1 
Letters concerning Work's Retirement are found in 
Appendix D. 
2 
Citation at Chicago University, see Appendices E and F. 
3 
Citation at Howard University, see Appendix G. 
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problems of the Negroes were only a part of the general 
world problems. He gave the new bibliography the title, 
A Bibliography of European Colonization and the Resulting 
Contracts of People, Races, and Culture. This frame of 
of reference included all of the people of Africa, India, 
Indochina, Oceania, and Indians and Negroes of America. 
Work's Professional Affiliations 
His membership in learned and professional societies 
is evidence of his broad interest. They included: The 
American Academy of Political and Social Science, The 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, The 
American Economic Association, The American Sociological 
Society, The American Negro Academy, The Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History, The Southern Economic 
Association, The Southern Historical Association, The 
National Institute of Efficiency, The Southern Sociological 
Society, The Advisory Committee on Interracial Relations 
of the Social Science Research Council, The Association of 
Teachers in Colored Schools (now the American Teachers 
2 
Association) , and also on the Board of Directors of the 
•3 
Atlanta School of Social Work. 
"I 
Guzman, "Monroe N. Work and His Contribution," p. 460 
2Ibid., p. 443 
3 
Jessie 0. Thomas, My Story In Black and White, (New 
York: Exposition Press, 1967), p. 124 
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November 1, 1943, Work was invited by Philip C. Brooks, 
Chairman Committee on Membership to join the Society of 
i 
American Archivists. 
Reviews on Monroe N. Work's Publications 
The Negro Yearbook, reviewed in the Christian Science 
Monitor; 
The compilation of facts within its covers is 
useful, for besides current statistics of the 
economic achievements and racial growth of the 
once subject people, the book includes more or 
less material that a historian would find 
valuable. Little has been omitted that may 
enlighten contemporary of future investigators. 
To crown all, there is a bibliography of 
literature about the Negro race in the United 
States and of books written by Negroes, which 
is so complete that it will probably become 
standard. 
The Negro Yearbook 1918-1919, reviewed by Carter G. 
Woodson, Editor of the Journal of Negro History: 
Woodson felt that this edition covered the field of 
earlier editions also and added a lot of up-to-date 
material putting light on Negro Current history. 11 The 
Negro Yearbook is a desirable step in the right direction. 
Mr. Work and his co-workers deserve unusual praise for this 
undertaking in a field where for a number of years yet to 
come the returns must necessarily be meager.” 
1 
Letter from the Society of American Archivists, Dated 
November 1, 1943, see Appendix H. 
2 
"Review of the Negro Yearbook,” The Christian Science 
Monitor, 4 January, 1915, p. 4. 
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Woodson felt that the facts from the yearbook would not 
only be an inspiration but would stop a lot of misinfor- 
1 
mation often used to injure the Negro. 
From the Journal of Opportunity, February 7, 1925: 
Too little emphasis is placed on purely 
objective aspects of the problems of the 
problems of Negroes. Interpretations and 
explanation may always be questioned, but 
facts do not change and are not so easily 
disputed. The Negro Yearbook now in its 
sixth edition is a most effective example 
of the compelling influence of simple 
information. While it imparts a wealth of 
data to the Negro about himself, to the friends 
of the Negro about qualities that find 
expression in a chronicle of his life it still 
cannot be offensive to those who have no love 
of him. In this sense it has tremendous 
advantage. The most recent edition is not 
only a useful compendium of information on 
the Negro's contribution of American life^ 
but to the improvement of his own status. 
The Eight edition of the Negro Yearbook was reviewed 
by Ira DeA Reid who felt that this edition in form and 
content was a great improvement over its predecessors. 
Reid felt that the section on the review of literature on 
the Negro published between 1925 and 1950 did not present 
a good picture of Negro authors such as poets and novelists, 
who had affected the literary scene since 1924. But he 
felt that these errors only slightly diminished the worth 
Carter G-. Woodson, "Review of the Negro Yearbook," 
5th ed., by Monroe N. Work, in Journal of Negro History 5 
(November, 1920): 587 
2 
Charles S. Johnson, "Review of the Negro Yearbook," 
Opportunity 1 (February 7, 1925): 4 
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of a book which was intended primarily for use by the 
general public and students. "From a mass of widely 
scattered data the editor has brought together a most 
valuable volume, significant because of its usefulness 
-i 
and praiseworthy because of its improvement. When 
W. E. B. DuBois reviewed the Negro Yearbook, 1931-32 
edition, he said; "After a laps of 6 years, it is 
invaluable, though it tends to minimiæ the work of the 
N.A.A.C.P."2 
Rayford W. logan, reviewed A Bibliography of the 
Negro in Africa and America. He felt that the American 
student would have preferred a greater portion of 
references in English, but commented that "The 
bibliography thus conclusively established the necessity 
for the ambitious student to perfect himself in foreign 
languages." logan felt that the percentage of errors 
is low compared to the tediousness and the extent of the 
work. He also felt that Work should have indicated the 
race of authors when the book, instead of the author was 
listed. "In the case of authors who are listed only 
under the title of their book, this is particularly 
A 
Ira DeA Reid, "Review of the Negro Yearbook" 8th ed., 
Opportunity IX (January 1931): 350. 
2 
W. E. B. DuBois, Atlanta University Publication 2 vol 
(New York: Octagon Books, Inc., I960), p. 937. 
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regrettable since it is impossible to determine their 
race.1 
Dr. Anson Phelps Stokes, President of the Phelps 
Stokes Fund, had this to say in his Introductory statement 
in the Bibliography: 
I believe that Mr. Work's Bibliography of the 
Negro in Africa and America will prove a 
valuable book of references for all university, 
college, and public libraries, and that students 
of social conditions in Africa and the United 
States, especially those concerned with that 
most complicated of all social problems, the 
race problems, will find it absolutely indis¬ 
pensable. Someone was sure to undertake the 
task of meeting the needs for this comprehensive 
bibliography. I, for one, am extremely glad 
that an American Negro...had the imagination to 
conceive of the work on broad lines, the 
scholarly mind tofollow the best bibliographic 
standards in its preparation, and the persistence 
to carry it through effectively in spite of the 
enormous labor and difficulties involved. It is 
a monument of which any man or any race may well 
be proud. 
May 2, 1945, Monroe N. Work died. His request was 
a simple funeral service. No sermon or obituary. "Use 
burial service from Episcopal or Methodist Prayer Book." 
He wanted to be buried in the school's cemetery toward 
the Alumni Hut. The songs he requested were "Lead Kindly 
Light" and "Crossing the Bar." At the close of service he 
^Rayford Logan, "Review of A Bibliography of the Negro 
in Africa and America" by Monroe N. Work in the Journal of 
iNegro History 15 (November 1928): 540. 
2 
Anson Phelps Stokes, Introduction to A Bibliography 
of the Negro in Africa and America by Monroe N. Work 
TNew York: Octagon Books, Inc., 1928), p. xiii 
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requested that the Minister read: 
Now the labor's task is o'er... 
Father in Thy gracious keeping leave 
me now thy servant sleeping. 
The funeral service for Work was held in the Institutés 
Chapel at four o'clock May 5, 1945. Rev. Charles W. Kelly, 
Pastor of the Greenwood Baptist Church, was the officiating 
minister. He was assisted by Rev. Raymond F. Harvey, 
acting Chaplin, Tuskegee Institute. 
The service was attended by family, faculty, and 
students of Tuskegee Institute. In memory of Monroe N. 
Work the office in the Hollis Burke Frissell Library where 
he labored through many years was closed. Shortly after 
Monroe N. Work's,death President Patterson made the 
following statement: 
Tuskegee Institute suffers incomparable loss 
in the death of Monroe N. Work. His service 
to Tuskegee Institute effected a span of thirty- 
seven years of insignificant history in the 
growth and development of our work. 
In an address, dated February 6, 1949, during Negro 
History Week in Commemoration of Monroe N. Work, Jessie 
P. Guzman spoke of Work and his Wife saying: 
...In preparation of the manuscripts for the 
Negro Yearbook, and when opportunity came to 
him to go to Europe to secure additional 
references for his bibliography, she went with 
him and assisted with the necessary work. She 
organized the household task and ran the home so 
1From the Work Papers, Funeral Arrangements. 
2 
"last Rites for Monroe N. Work at Tuskegee," Chicago 
Defender, 18 May 1945, p. 2. 
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smoothly that it seemed to operate itself. 
He was relieved of contributing anything 
in connection with the operation of his 
home so he could give all of his time and 
effort to his work. As his assistant, we 
knew whenever he said, "I'll sleep over 
that," he meant, I'll discuss it with Mrs. Work. 
He was a generous man and very fond of children. 
Having lost all of his own at their birth or 
shortly thereafter. In spite of Mr. Work's 
prestige and scholarly attainments, he did 
not always confine his reading to literary 
works. He like nothing better as recreation 
that to read detective and crime stories. 
He frequently played bridge and whist with 
his friends, and pinochle at least three 
times weekly with his old cornies. He liked 
basketball, baseball, and football games. 
He went to movies on Saturday night and Sunday 
morning found him in his seat in this chapel. 
Those of us who worked with him considered 
him more of a father and friend than an 
employer.' 
From the Monroe N. Work Papers, Address during Negro 
History Week in Commemoration of Monroe N. Work, by Jessie 
P. Guzman, Director of Records and Research, Institute 
Chapel, February 6, 1949. 
APPENDIX A 
"Atlanta, Ga., April 25, 1905 
"Dear Mr. Work:- 
"The time seems more than ripe for organized, determined 
and aggressive action on the part of men who believed in 
Negro freedom and growth. Movements are on foot threatening 
individual freedom and our self-respect. i write you to 
propose a conference during the coming summer for the 
following- purposes: 
"1. To oppose frimly the present methods of strangling 
honest criticism, manipulating public opinion and 
centralizing political power by means of the improper 
and corrupt use of money and influence. 
2. To organize thoroughly the intelligent and honest 
Negroes throughout the United States for the purpose 
of insisting on manhood rights, industrial opportunity 
ans spiritual freedom. 
3. To establish and support propoer organs of news 
and public opinion. *L 
If you are in accord with the above objects will you 
kindly write me at your earliest opportunity: 
1. Whether you could meet in conference this summer. 
2. What date and place you would suggest for the 
conference. 
3. What reliable men thoroughly in accord with the 
above objects you would invite. 
"Awaiting your reply, I am 
Very sincerely yours, 
"W. E. B. DuBois" 
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"Atlanta, Ga., October 23, 1905 
"My dear Mr. Work:- 
"I had been saving you for the secretaryship of Crime 
and Reform in the Niagara Movement. But Mr. Hope, whom I 
had picked out as state secretary for Georgia is not 
well and therefore I turn to you, will you act as state 
secretary for Georgia? 
"The general duties of the state secretary you know 
from the constitution; they are primarily to get a state 
membership and keep it in line. I can of course help you 
in this line and will. If you will accept this job, 
suppose we start right in. First get a nucleus of good 
members in Savannah and in Atlanta and then start into 
corrall the state. If you will do this, I will arrange 
to come to Savannah in March. Write me. 
"Sincerely yours, 





"Could you come down to Lowndes County, 
help me a few weeks in September on a Labor 
Funds are limited but the study must be the 
What would you charge? 
"Very truly yours, 
"W. E. B. DuBois" 







"2588 Seventh Avenue 
"Apartment 2-J 
"New York City 
"January 4, 1929 
"Mr. and Mrs. M.N. Work, 
"Tuskegee Institute, 
"Alabama 
My dear Mr. and Mrs. Work: 
"I was very happy to see in the HERALD-TRIBUNE 
yesterday the awards made by the Harmon Foundation. 
I did not look to see whether or not Mr. Work* s 
name appeared on the list, for I expected to see 
it there. I was more interested in knowing what the 
award was. Instead of congratulating Mr. Work, I 
would like to congratulate the judges for having 
such an outstanding piece of work to pass upon. 
"I am very glad indeed that this gesture of 
appreciation of the work you have done has been made 
by the Harmon Foundation, and I sincerely hope that 
it but presages better things not only for you but 
also for the Department of Records and Research in 
which you are so deeply interested. I am only sorry 
that I am not there to join in the celebration with the 
rest of the office force. 
"Thank you very much for the beautiful box of 
stationery which you sent me for Christmas. I shall 
write Mrs. Work later. 
"With kindest regards, I am 
"Very sincerely yours, 
"Jessie W. Parkhurst" 
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"My dear Prof. Work: 
"I am writing to you to convey my sincere 
and heartiest congratulations upon your receiving 
the Harmon award for your work in Education. 
"I hope your life will be prolonged to make in 
the future such noble and substantial contributions 
to the progress of civilization as you have made in 
the past. 
"Yours very truly 
"L. K. Williams" 
"PRESIDENT NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION,U.S.A 
"LKW:IVB 
"DICTATED: NOT READ 
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"January 3, 1929" 
"Dr. Anson Phelps Stokes, 
"2408 Massachusetts Avenue, N. , 
"Washington, D. G. 
"Dear Sir: 
"I am sure that you are gratified to note in the 
Associated Press Dispatches of today that I have re¬ 
ceived the Harmon Award in Education for compiling 
the Bibliography of the Negro in Africa and America. 
"I am enclosing copy of formal notice received to¬ 
day from Dr. George E. Haynes. 
"Sincerely yours, 
"Monroe N. Work, Editor" 






"August 31, 1938 
"Mr. Monroe N. Work 
"Tuskegee Institute, Alabama 
"Dear Mr. Work: 
It has been decided that we should meet here in this 
simple manner and pay respect and homage to you for the 
long years of service that you have given Tuskegee 
Institute, We are very happy of the fact that you will 
now acquire some rest and quiet that you well deserve in 
the form of Retirement. 
"We feel that Doctor Washington would be proud of the 
service that you have rendered since he selected you to 
head the Department of Records and Research in 1908. 
Testimonials of the efforts that you have made in trying 
to carry on the ideals are shown in the general expansion 
of the Department, the publications of the Negro Year Book, 
the first edition being in 1912 and up to the present and 
the "Bibliography of the Negro in Africa and America" 
published in 1928. The awarding of the Harmon Award in 
1929 showed the appreciation of the value of the Biblio¬ 
graphy by the public generally. With the other articles 
written and published by you during the years, we feel 
that these are a splendid monument as a proof of a person’s 
service rendered. We feel proud of the record. 
"Prom a deep feeling of appreciation of the Association 
with you, we have felt that it would be fitting to present 
you with a gift that would remind you of our sincerity. 
A household gift has been selected because of the deep 
sincere interest that Mrs. Work has had in the Department 
during the years. We too, have felt the influence of her 
inspiration. 
"With it goes the wish that you may enjoy the:rest 
that you so well deserve. We wish you and Mrs. Work many 
happy years. 
"Sincerely yours, 
"Matilda L. Syrette" 
"Marianna Rabb" 







"To the Executive Council: 
"We, your committee, appointed to draw up a minute, 
relative to the retirement of Mr. Monroe N. Work, beg 
to submit the following: 
"Dr. Patterson, the Executive Council, the faculty and 
the staff of Tuskegee Institute take this opportunity 
to convey to you greetings of respect and appreciation 
for the valuable and helpful services that you have 
rendered Tuskegee Institute and the Negro Race during 
the past thirty years, (1908-1938). 
"The development of the Department of Records and 
Research, the editing and publishing of the Negro 
Year Book and the Bibliography of the Negro in Africa 
and America, along with other researches and activities 
are achievements and service that will always be 
cherished and remembered by Tuskegee Institute. 
"It is the wish of the officers, faculty and staff of 
Tuskegee Institute that you and Mrs. Work will always 
enjôÿ the contentment and happiness that come with the 
satisfaction of a well done "job". 
"A copy of this minute is to be placed with the records 
of the Executive Council and the Institute faculty and 







"THE ALUMNI COUNCIL 
of 
"The University of Chicago 
"Chicago, Illinois 
"Office of the Chairman "May 28, 1942 
"Ellis Avenue and Fifty-eighth Street 
"Mr. Monroe N. Work 
"Tuskegee Institute 
"Alabama 
"Dear Mr. Work: 
"On the occasion of the University's Fiftieth 
Anniversary the College Division of the Alumni Association 
cited certain alumni of the early years for their 
unselfish and effective service to the community, the 
nation, and humanity. Upon that occasion citations 
were limited to members of the College classes prior 
to 1901. At the annual alumni reunion to be held in 
June a second recognition service is scheduled, when 
honor will be shown to alumni elected from the classes 
prior to 1906. 
"You have been chosen to be so honored and the 
tangible evidence of our pride in your post-collegiate 
record will be presented at the Alumni Assembly in Mandel 
Hall at 4 o'clock on the afternoon of Saturday, June 13. 
"I hope that you can be present on that occasion. 
I am enclosing a questionnaire which, when filled out, 
will not only notify us whether you will be present 
for the ceremony but will provide the alumni office 
with up-to-date biographical information for use in 
The University of Chicago Magazine. 
"Cordially yours, 
'(Signed) John Nuveen, Jr.," 
"President, College Division 
"The Alumni Association 
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APPENDIX P 
"CITATION FOR PUBLIC SERVICE 
"THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
holds that a university education should be the train¬ 
ing and inspiration for future unselfish and effective 
service to the community, the nation and humanity; and 
"That men and women in accepting the privileges of a 
university education assume also the obligation to 
society to exercise leadership in those civic, social 
and religious 
activities that are essential to a democracy. 
"MONROE N. WORK 
"an almnus of the University of Chicago, having, in the 
judgment of the Alumni Association, demonstrated a 
practical acceptance of these obligations and responsi¬ 
bilities by public-spirited citizenship, is hereby declared 
a worthy alumnus and awarded the Alumni Citation of 
"USEFUL CITIZEN 
"In making this citation the Alumni Association acknowledges 
with pride the service which has reflected credit on the 
University and its alumni. 
"Awarded by the Alumni Association of The University of 
Chicago on recommendation of its College Division. 
/s/"John Nuveen,Jr." 
President 
/s/"Charlton T. Beck" 
"Secretary 





"June 4, 1943 
"MONROE NATHAN WORK: (Duning the period of nearly 40 
years which you have devoted to the collection, organization 
and publication of information on Negro life and race 
relations, you have made a major contribution in the 
field of bibliography. In the first edition of "The 
Negro Year Book", 1912, you published "A Select Biblio¬ 
graphy of the Negro" Composed of 408 classified references. 
In 1928, after more than 20 years of labor you gave us 
your "Bibliography of the Negro" with more than 17,000 
selected items about Negro life and race relations in 
Africa and America, thoroughly arranged and annotated 
with scholarly care. 
"And now, expanding your work to include the entire 
system of European colonization and its contacts with 
peoples, races and cultures, you have collected and 
further organized more than 70,000 selected items. 
Comprehensive in scope, able in organization, 
indefatigable in labor, 'i informed with a passion for the 
truth, painstaking in objectivity, modest in bearing— 
your fruitful mind and heart have been and will be a 
continual blessing to scholars, to statesmen and to all 
the people.) 
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"By virtue of the authority vested in me hy the 
Board of Trustees of Howard University I now have the 
honor to confer upon you the degree of Doctor of letters. 
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APPENDIX H 
"THE SOCIETY OP AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS 
"November 1, 1943 
"Mr. Monroe N. Work, Director, 
"Department of Records and Research, 
"Tuskegee Institute 
"Tuskegee, Ala. 
"Dear Mr. Work: 
"Knowing of your interest in historical records, I 
take the liberty of calling the activities of this 
Society to your attention in the hope that you may wish 
to become a member. Participation in this organization 
would enable you to keep acquainted with current 
activities and with the development of archival knowledge 
through the meetings of the Society and through its 
quarterly journal, The American Archivist. It would 
also help to promote the care and utilization of records 
and to support studies in archival economy. 
"Manuscripts custodians and archivists now have 
unusual reason to cooperate. For the maintenance of 
cultural institutions and to serve those activities of 
government and business that depend upon records, it is 
important that existing bodies of records be adequately 
cared for during the war, although personnel and funds 
have necessarily been diverted in part to other fields. 
Current collection of war records will doubtless stimulate 
the establishment of new state archives and other 
institutions to house those collections and to make them 
available. The anticipated post-war public works program 
may include surveys, and building programs. Furthermore, 
many phases of collection, rehabilitation, and use of 
records that have been suspended will surely be revived 
after the war. It is of vital importance to make plans 
now in order that post-war activities may be conducted 
profitably and efficiently. 
"There are enclosed a leaflet concerning the activities 
of the Society and a list of selected articles that have 
been published in The American Archivist. Plans are 
now being made for the seventh annual meeting of the 
Society at Princeton, New Jersey, November, 15 and 16, 1943. 
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"It would be a pleasure to receive on the form that 
is provided in the leaflet an indication of your desire 
to join the Society. Your name would be entered on the 
mailing list for The American Archivist at once, and your 
application would be referred to the council for routine 
approval at its earliest opportunity. 
"Very sincerely yours, 
•’Philip G. Brooks, 
Chairman 
"Committee on Membership 
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